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Former street child chamr

Story by Sydney Mungala and pictures by Cynthia Phiri
{W"NT‘I FIVE- ~year-old Sevelino Vasco corries almost all the oddities that an averoge
|child only confines to imagination.
i For one his surname sounds misplaced for someone with o smooth flow of Bemba, o
record of ottempted suicide, barely knowing his birthday, oll these bits rolled into
one embodying the person in the former street child.
°I em 25 years-old and the first born in my family and wos born in Choma, Southern Province.
I cannot remember my exoct birthday, as you know us on the sireets do not celebrate birth-
N days,” he says.
Sl Sevelino hos o sconty recollection of his childhcod and remembers being told that his mather
died when he wos seven months old.
"My mother died when I was seven morths (laughs) that is what I wes told, but T know her
£ rame used to be Alice,” he says.
@ “Then my dod married another woman and they had g child who becaome my step brother
Unfortunately my step mother ond my father died in a rood accident.”
1 With the death of his father, agony crept into Seveling's life consigning him to the rural part
W of Choma in Masuku crec where he wes taken in by relatives.
- “After my father died my life fell opart because he was from Angola that is why my nome is
W Vosco, The relatives of my step-mother were the only family T knew aond they took me in af that
3 time " recounts the former sirest child
i} Sevelino's first rude treat wes when he was enrolled in grode six even after he had been set
to enter grode nine.
'Iwnsmgmdemmwhmﬂwy{rﬂa‘hws)fookmmdrhzyarolhdmr.mgmdesm
From Choma Town they took me to Masuku Besic School” he says.

Seveling fock the train te Livingstone with some new found friends.

His spell in Livingstone was a brief one as he then headed to the mining town of Kitwe on
the Copperbelt in 1996,

*From Livingstone affer linking up with friends we then went fo Kitwe Kitwe is where I
learmit how to speak this Bemba I am speaking and there I learnt how to fight end steal from
people.” he says.

A'year's experience on the Copperbelt motivated him to experience the promises of the cap-
ital cify Lusaka

S0 when I came fa Lusoka T just used to stay in town and there were pesple coming from
Feuntain of Hope centre fo Teach us about God,” Sevelino says.

“But then I had lost foith in people becouse people that had promised to keep us after the
death of our parents misireated us. The same people used to treat us well when our parents
were still alive hod turned their back on me_. so when outreach workers used to come here T
never used to believe them ond just said they cre lying becouse T hod heord such stories
before.”

Calamity struck once ogain as Seveline witnessed the desth of o friend on the strest send-
ing him info shock.

I remember one day I wos in town with a.friend we were chasing each other after I hod
grabbed something from him.and for me I crossed the road but as he tried to cross he was
hit by o cor ond died " he grieves.

*After that I wos deeply offected and just wonted to end my life. That is how T drunk pes-
ticide'and Surprisingly I didamot die and wes token to the University Teaching Hespital (UTH)
1998.°

= “The suicide attempt londed Sevélinc ot UTH where the church people (Lusaka Baptist

1 “There wers alo of things that were hoppening. I remember one time Gurch)ng(.dm'(yws:‘l‘adh"\mdloudcdhrnwnhfm'tshmhnmm
3 i mtsémlﬁwyhsdgimm?tmudhtmmngmmmm *Atdhe UTH T wos surprised the Baptist Church people visited me
| the woy I was onswering questions.” Sevelino narrates. r because I used o openly refuse their sermons, teliing them that
B <0 o cioy hey set e Uy ekl v e @ pger For gradie ‘ i there was nothing they ceuld tell me.” says the former
"% seven becaiise grode seven was the highest grade and the hichelenge Bays High school pupil 8
~ highest mark I got was 98 per cent then the highest in Upon being discharged, Sevefinc was faken to Fom:cgn af
 grode sever got 78 per cent so the teachers discussed and . Hope street children crop in centre where he tnderwent coun-

seling and rehcbilitation.

*After being dischorged T was brought to the centre here in
1998-99 in.the counselling class fo try ond change my woy of
thinking * he says.

*In 1999 I wrote grode seven again ond normally T should
have completed in 1999, So I wrote my exams and passed and
we were token to Ebenezer for our grode eight we were five
the first group ot the centre®

Encouroged by the enroliment gt Ebenezer in grode eight
Sevelino fell for his street adapted ways in 2000

*So in 2000 we were in grode 2ight with four other former
street children and I hod o weckness, I loved beer, smoking
and fighting every time af fer school,” he says.

Tt wos this deinking hobit thit wos fo briefly disnpt bis life
in October 2000 on his way back from school.

*In Ocfober 2000 towards the end of grade eight we were.
coming from drinking with my friends ond we got involved in o
fight with another guy over a girl and he actually hit our friend
on the eye and we thought he hod damoged our freend's ey ond
that s how the fight ended into
the other guy dying," he says.

Following a period of uncertamn-
ty. Sevelino wos later 1o end up of
boarding -schoel in Nchelenge
lorgely for peed of a change of
scene.

“When the cose wes sorted the
people ot the cenfre sent me ond
another friend tc Nchelenge
Bocrding for our grode nine.” he

realised there wos something wrong.”
Even cfter it was estoblished that he woes wrongly |
“ W enrclled in grode six, his quardians cited lack of resources.
‘ “I told them that I wes supposed to be in grode nene but
% my guordians soid there was no place in grode nine so the
& school looked for a grade nine ploce for me ot Masulu
: Scheol.

“They told me to tell my guordians to come to school on
"l a Wednesday ond they offered me o place. Unforfunately
& my guardians told me to hong on os they claimed they had
% no money and storted sending me To herd cattle.” X
&  Frustrated by the goings on in the house. Sevelino
§ demanded that his guardians sell part of the cattie left by
i} nis fother to pay for his education

ed that since my dod hod left cattle they |

says.
3 showed me decuments that they hod bought oll the
B cattie that my father left. That was in 1595.°
At this stoge Seveline hod not been hit with the uitimate
§ uiterance that was to set him on a different and uncerfain
path.
" “One day ofter I insisted with schoal they sent cna of their
| children tc get keys and give me telling me, “here are the keys
to your father's (late) house go ond open 5o that your fother
gives you money for schoal” That really hurt me. So that is
b how I just started of f on foot towards Choma.” he sadly rec-
R oliect=.
% With sc-'/z luck, half the rip-wos mede on a hiked truck
that dropped him m Choma fown where his next stop was of
a:‘l his father's grave.
b = After that T went to my fother's grave ond
spzn‘r time there. T wos even sleeping there.
ct my father left lond in Choma
hich wz nave since repossessed
now,” he says.
Teking himself
4 cway from
" paintul
memo-
;!"l ries

“Tne people af founfain sent

§ for me for ressons T coyld mot
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understand ond of ter the cose had been se
High Boanding Scheol in 2001 grade ninc.”

Tiied. my friend ond T were tcken to Nchelenge

. ﬂ-.e_ experience (':f the lnds ot Nchelenge wos one of mixed experientes os Sevelino's Sg_'\mlho once
friend ended up being expelled after besting up the school headmaster, atlempted <
_ 59 we went to Nchelenge. By then the headmaster must have been former minister of cide afier he wil-
education Andrew Mulenga and my friend beat him up ond he was expelled” he says nessed a friend
Sevelin struggled To adapt to the schools disciplinary code. ; die on the
“You know on the streets we have on individuc! ond freestyle life. Nobody tells you what fo stresis

d§- byt in school there are rules: So like you weke up of o certain time and going for prep ond
wnen you wont to go out you need o pass (permission) and you have to be in uniform and cbey
ing prefects or addressing teachers as "sir”. For me it wos quite o di
he says

“So the odministration just let me be and aliowed me to sit grade 9 exominations
and I passed but wos nat given a place becouse of indiscipline *

Once back at the cenfre renewing sponsorship proved problematic
until the Beptist Church stepped in ond of fered
8 to pay school fees in 2002
8l I storfed af Ebenezer
ogain along Chilimbuly

e b 6 \Whenl drank

icult thing to do,”

Ultimately
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Tnimaen streel 50 .. whateve!

friends died, T realised
it wos time to chonge.”

feor me 50 1 was isolat-

e ' icate
qmng‘o dedic -2

and beat up my friends, telling
them that at least they had
parents o worry about_then T
came io know God becouse to me
He never existed ™

*T used to ask myself if there is
&0d how can He ollow me not 1o see
my mother and then how con He
take my father owoy from me ond
how con He dllow people to grab our
properties and then send me on the sireefs then you fell me gbout &od? I3
never made sense fo me until then I reslised there S a recson everything hoo-
pened so I come to know &od.*

Seveling says the realisation of the mercies of God compelled him ta reach out
to street children

*I looked back and thought I could have died a long Time ago bt if is oll by God's
groce that T om still dlive so then I realised when I drank pesticide the pecpie who
took me fo hospital
are friends from
the sireet so I told
myself whatever I
8 om going to do T am

going 10 dedicate it

tc friends on the

street,” he

declares.

The former

8 sireef child is ihe
8 [ibrarion of Fountain
of Hope and also the
carefaker. His work
roufing involves
§ going on the streets
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Librarian, Fountain
of Hope, Lisaka

= currently anemploy-
B ee of the institution

ond hopes 1o pursue
8 social work to bol-
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